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One Night Without Warmth
Ideas For Colleges and High Schools

“One Night Without Warmth” (ONWW) is a national awareness event for Operation Warm’s mission to provide new winter coats for children who are in need.  The national awareness event’s themes are to: 1) draw attention to the large numbers of children living in poverty in the United States and 2) share Operation Warm’s work to alleviate some of the effects of childhood poverty by providing new, warm winter coats to children in need.  

One Night Without Warmth will be held on 2/22/12.  The event is designed to be easily tailored to your own school.  Below are just a few ideas.  Feel free to be creative and come up with your own!
Cold Night/Warm Cocoa Event: Designate a time and place for students to meet outside without coats (this is especially powerful if done when it is cold outside).  Have different individuals read the Fact Sheets about One Night Without Warmth and Operation Warm.  Have a moment of silence for individuals to reflect on what they have heard.  Then have students go back inside and warm up by purchasing hot cocoa.  The cocoa could be donated by major retailers like Dunkin Donuts, Panera Bread or Starbucks.  Alternatively, see if a local retailer would offer a deal of giving all the proceeds of cocoa purchases made on this date will go to Operation Warm.  You could hold the outside event at the retailer and just go in and purchase the cocoa there.  Promote the event on facebook, etc. by telling your friends they can help out a great organization just by buying a hot cup of cocoa!
Sports Events: If there is a basketball game or other sporting event held on Feb. 22nd, consider having a PSA (public service announcement) at the game mention the number of children in poverty in the United States, in your state, and the work of Operation Warm.  Consider tying in a fundraiser as well - like concessions sales, etc. for Operation Warm.
Residence Hall Floor (for colleges) or Home Room (for high schools) Change Drive: To prepare for the event, post the Fact Sheets around your school.  Then, have a friendly competition between residence hall floors in a building or across a whole campus.  Or, have a competition between home rooms in a high school.  The floor or home room that raises the most change in a designated amount of time will win a pizza party or something similar.  It is important to get the support of key individuals like campus administration and RA’s on college campuses and administration and teachers in high schools.  Advertising also is important for this.  Consider getting the party donated by a local pizza place!  You will want to have containers for each floor/homeroom ahead of time that are labeled with information about Operation Warm, how long the change drive will last, and the potential prize info. A sample can label can be found here:  http://www.delawarechallenge.org/#!resources. 
Spare Change Can Awareness Event: This fundraiser is a variation of our traditional spare change fundraiser.  Collect a few coffee cans and use the pre-designed label provided by Operation Warm to put on each of them.  Set up a table in a prominent place in the school.  Include our Fact Sheets or other statistics and facts about childhood poverty in and around your table.  Be creative in how you share about this important matter.  Collect change in the cans.  You can also advertise ahead of time at your school to let students know you will be collecting change this day.  
