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One Night Without Warmth

Ideas For Corporate and Community Settings

“One Night Without Warmth” (ONWW) is a national awareness event for Operation Warm’s mission to provide new winter coats for children who are in need.  The national awareness event’s theme is to: 1) draw attention to the large numbers of children living in poverty in the United States and 2) share Operation Warm’s work to alleviate some of the effects of childhood poverty by providing new, warm winter coats to children in need.  

One Night Without Warmth will be held on 2/22/12.  The event is designed to be easily tailored to your own setting.  Below are just a few ideas.  Feel free to be creative and come up with your own!

Cold Night/Warm Cocoa Event: Designate a time and place for employees to meet outside without coats (this is especially powerful if done when it is cold outside).  Have different individuals read the fact sheets about One Night Without Warmth and Operation Warm.  Have a moment of silence for individuals to reflect on what they have heard.  Then have everyone go back inside and warm up by purchasing hot cocoa.  The cocoa could be donated by major retailers like Dunkin Donuts, Panera Bread or Starbucks.  Alternatively, see if a local retailer would offer a deal of giving all the proceeds of cocoa purchases made on this date to Operation Warm.  You could hold the outside event at the retailer and just go in and purchase the cocoa there.  Promote the event on facebook, etc. and your company/organization e-mail lists by telling your friends they can help out a great organization just by buying a hot cup of cocoa!
Blue Coat Pins: Print out our ‘blue coats’, small blue coats that are similar to our logo.  Operation Warm can provide you a template or you can make your own.  Sell the ‘blue coats’ for a small fee.  Either encourage each person to pin the blue coats to their shirt on 2/22/12 or set up a bulletin board in a prominent space and have each person who purchases a ‘blue coat’ sign their name on it and place it on the board.  At the end of the event, make sure to share with each participant the amount of money that was raised.
Blue Coat Happy Hour:  Many restaurants and bars allow you to tie in ‘happy hour’ with a fundraiser.  Approach a local establishment that is frequented by co-workers if they will host a fundraiser for Operation Warm.  Often such fundraisers provide discounted drinks if you are wearing a particular wrist band that can be purchased from those who are organizing the fundraiser.  Suggest using one of our ‘blue coats’ rather than a wrist band and have each participant wear the ‘blue coat’ at the event.
Spare Change Can Awareness Event: This fundraiser is a variation of our traditional spare change fundraiser.  Collect a few coffee cans and use the pre-designed label provided by Operation Warm to put on each of them.  Set up a table in a prominent place at your company (possibly near the coffee pot/water cooler).  Include our Fact Sheets or other statistics and facts about childhood poverty in and around your table.  Be creative in how you share about this important matter.  Collect change in the cans.  You can also advertise ahead of time to let others know you will be collecting change this day.  Be sure to let your volunteers and supporters know later how much you raised.  
For more ideas please check out our “General Fundraising Ideas” sheet which can be found out: http://www.delawarechallenge.org/#!resources/vstc6=fundraising-resources 
